
From the study window 
Private! How often have we seen that word on a door, 
on a folder or a letter and been curious, wanted to have 
a look, a peek at what is behind that “private” notice? 
Curiosity is a normal part of human nature. It would 
seem that for many the idea of privacy, of a space – 
physical, emotional or social which we can call our own 
and over which we can have control is important. We can decide who may be 
admitted, granted access or not. The idea of privacy and of a right to 
privacy is something which is very jealously guarded by some people, some of 
whom may be said to be in the public eye, and yet who want to control the 
access, the amount of information which other people may have of them. I 
wonder how illusory this idea of privacy is, though? There is so much 
information, so much data out there in the world, information about our 
whereabouts, data about our spending habits, information about our 
interests, data about our friends and family. How much is known and by 
whom about us? The rise of technology whilst it has its positive side, 
allowing almost instant communication around the world, comes also with its 
negative side, an often unwitting, unnoticed surrender of our privacy. E-
mails can be very easily shared so can our Facebook friends, contacts and 
the communities of which we are part, and GPS technology enables our every 
movement to be tracked. If we stopped and thought about the surrender of 
our privacy would it worry, alarm even frighten us, especially as the 
information and data can be used in all kinds of ways which we would not 
wish? Yet there is one who is far greater than any information gathering and 
storage system whom we acknowledge and recognise in every act  of worship 
– God. God will only use the knowledge of us for our own good.

Confirmation 

Would anyone wishing to be confirmed please contact the Vicar 
so that classes may be arranged.
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Regular Services

Sunday First Second Third Fourth

9:30 am  Crai  Crai  Rhydybriw  Crai   (Mattins)

11:00 am  Defynnog  Llywel (Family 
Service)

 Defynnog  Llywel 

2 pm Traeanglas

3 pm  Llandeilo’r Fân

4:30 pm  Llywel  Defynnog (Evensong)

A combined service is held at 10 am on the fifth Sunday. The next 
combined service will be on November 29th at Capel Rhydybriw.  Holy 
Eucharist is held at Trecastle Community Centre at 10:30 am each 
Thursday and at 10 am on the first Wednesday of each month at 
Rhydybriw. 

Benefice Announcements

Celebrating the licensing of Lay Worship Leaders
On Sunday June 14th, we were pleased to welcome members from 
throughout the Blaenwysg community, families and visitors when Bishop 
John Davies licensed Lizbeth Matthews and Siân Miller as Lay Worship 
Leaders, and celebrated the rich life of the Blaenwysg community. We 
were blessed with lovely weather as we celebrated this happy day. 
Since the licensing, Liz and Siân regularly take services at Crai and 
Defynnog.



Editorial
You will notice that this issue is again 20 pages since we have been 
lucky with gaining more support from advertisers so if you are 
prompted to contact one of the businesses, please mention this 
magazine. This issue contains more information about the autumn 
activities in our area as well as local news.  If you would like to 
contribute an article of local interest, or would like to advertise, please 
contact one of the editorial team: 
John Clifford, tel 01874 638178, john.migley@btinternet.com 
Sue James, tel 01874 636126, tysiloh@gmail.com
Sian Miller, tel 01874 638855, sian.miller@btinternet.com

Please note the deadline for copy for the next issue is November 21st.
Advertisements: For a code of conduct contact John Clifford, tel 
01874 638178, john.migley@btinternet.com

Agincourt 600

The Battle of Agincourt, on 25 October 1415, is one of the best-known 
events in British history. The story of Henry V’s forces epic defeat of a 
much larger French army has been immortalised in familiar tales, plays and 
poetry familiar. What is less well known is the role played by Wales in 
Henry’s stirring victory. Five hundred Welsh archers and 23 men-at-arms 
travelled to fight in France and were key to Henry V’s success at Agincourt. 
Many of these brave men came from the Brecon, from towns and villages 
strung out along what became the A40. As one of the villages that supplied 
men to the ranks of the Welsh archers 600 years ago, Trecastle did its bit 
to mark the anniversary of the Battle of Agincourt by hosting the Agincourt 
600 Wales touring exhibition compiled by Brian Davies at St David’s Church, 
Llywel.   You can find out more about events at  http://
agincourt600wales.com. 
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News from the Pews

St Cynog, Defynnog
On Wednesday July 8th, St Cynog’s Church, Defynnog was visited by HRH 
the Prince of Wales. This private visit allowed Prince Charles to see the 
famous Defynnog yew tree. His Royal Highness met the Vicar and members 
of the local community including children from Ysgol Pontsenni. The party 
was joined by Lady Shân Legge-Bourke, Lord Lieutenant of Powys.
After admiring the beautiful building, the Prince braved the damp morning 
and was shown around the yew by a yew tree historian. The children sang 
Calon Lân and Sospan Fach. His Royal Highness  thought that the children 
should be practising for the National Eisteddfod or at least the Millennium 
Stadium! 
St Ilid,Crai 
The first Church Flower Festival took place on the weekend of 11th & 12th 
July.  The theme was UN World Population Day and many local organisations 
decorated a window representing a country of their choice.   It was a joy to 
see the church full of beautiful flowers and so many people getting together 
on Friday evening to set up the windows. Refreshments in the village hall 
were an added delight.  
Several past residents spent a happy time chatting to old friends.   The 
church registers were available for viewing and many residents took the 
opportunity to swap stories and reminisce.
 We would like to say a big thank you to everyone who made the weekend a 
success by visiting and especially to those who took part making such eye-
catching displays.

Capel Rhydybriw,Sennybridge 

As always, the summer months are quiet at Rhydybriw but we are always 
pleased to extend a welcome to visitors and those who work at the camp 
since it is an open church.  Please remember that the chapel is available 
24/7 for private prayer.  We look forward to hosting the combined service 
for the benefice on Sunday 29th November at 10 am.  Please join us. 



St David, Llywel
We were delighted to host the Agincourt 600 Wales touring exhibition  in 
August with a flower festival based on the theme The Archers’ Journey.  
After weeks of preparation the church was unlocked ready for the flower 
arrangers, the people who would transform the interior to a bright colourful 
spectacle. Saturday morning arrived with the weather better than expected 
and as the church door opened there was an amazing smell and a heart 
warming vision of the church full of flowers. The flower festival weekend 
and the following days when the church was open daily for the exhibition 
were fantastically supported and the Friends of St David's would like to 
thank everyone who made it possible, by volunteering, sponsoring and 
visiting. The rest of the day and the weekend raced by with fantastic 
support from the local community and visitors passing through. 
Conversations were plentiful, whether people came to see the flowers, the 
exhibition, the church or to enjoy tea and cake in Ysgoldy Fach, wherever 
you looked people were chatting and enjoying each others company. 

It was great to be a part of an enjoyable event that not only raised money 
to go towards our much needed repairs but more importantly brought people 
together in a church that has a lot to offer it visitors whether as a bustling 
centre to an organised event or a quiet reflective place of worship.

St Teilo, Llandeilo’r Fân
The ladies of St.Teilo's church congregation have been busy putting 
together a floral display depicting the town of Brecon at the time of the 
Battle of Agincourt ,as  part of the Flower Festival at Llywel Church. It was 
decided to depict the Cathedral (or Priory Church as it would have been 
then) up on its hill above the town and to use red and gold flowers to 
represent the Arms of the King and Knights who would have led the archers 
into battle. The pages of Latin in the Prayer Book represented the form of 
Service the Benedictine monks would have used at the time in the Priory.  
Congratulations to Llywel church for the well planned and very interesting 
flower festival and exhibition.

St Mary, Traeanglas  
At the combined service on Sunday 31st May, it was a pleasure to welcome 
everyone from the other churches in the Benefice. 
We now look forward to our Annual Fund Raising on Friday 16th October in 
the Hall in Trecastle. Please join us. 



Harvest 2015: Sowing seeds of peace for vulnerable women in Delhi.

“What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if you say you have faith but 
do not have works? Can faith save you? If a brother or sister is naked 
and lacks daily food, and one of you says to them, ‘Go in peace; keep 
warm and eat your fill’, and yet you do not supply their bodily needs, 
what is the good of that? So faith by itself, if it has no works, is 
dead.” (James 2 verses 14-17)

This Harvest the benefice of Blaenwysg will be joining Us. (the charity 
formerly known as the USPG) in supporting the Delhi Brotherhood 
Society (DBS) as it reaches out to vulnerable women in Delhi who are 
facing violence and discrimination.

The Delhi Brotherhood Society (DBS), with support from Us., runs a 
women’s empowerment programme that is bringing peace to Delhi’s 
marginalised communities.
One aspect of this work involves Women’s Community Councils, at 
which prominent members of the community hold hearings to resolve 
local disputes – often situations of domestic violence and marital conflict.
The couples, and members of their family, are summoned to appear and 
resolutions can be reached without the need for fines, court fees or 
imprisonment that would further impoverish families.
One of the reasons for the success of the councils is that women in the 
community are both witnesses to proceedings and able to verify whether 
rulings are being upheld. The people are accountable to each other.
The councils are also an example of inter-faith co-operation. While DBS 
is a Christian organisation, the councils are in the hands of the people – 
whether Hindu, Muslim or Christian. There is no discrimination 
according to faith.
DBS council facilitator Kiran Bala said: ‘There is much injustice inflicted 
upon women. But God continually raises people up to challenge these 
atrocities. When DBS intervenes in a situation of injustice, it is the 
intervention of God.’
DBS also operates a 24-hour helpline that receives up to 35 calls per 
day. The helpline workers can provide an emergency response and 
shelter if required. Sometimes they contact the police. Other times they 
use the community councils to resolve disputes.
DBS is also working to inform women about their legal rights, and it 
provides vocational skills training so that women are better able to 
support their families.

Your donations will fund shelter, counselling and legal support.



Chapel services - Autumn 2015

September 13th 10:30am Horeb   Crai
September 13th 2.00pm Zoar    Pentrefelin
September 13th 2.00pm Saron   Cwmwysg
September 20th 10:30am Horeb   Crai
September 27th 10:30am Horeb   Crai
September 27th 2.00pm  Zoar    Pentrefelin* 
October 4th  10:30am Horeb   Crai
October 4th  2.00pm  Ty Newydd   Trecastle
October 4th  2.00pm  Saron   Cwmwysg
October 11th  10:30am Horeb   Crai
October 11th  2.00pm  Ty Newydd   Trecastle 
October 18th  10:30am Horeb   Crai
October 18th  2.00pm  Zoar    Pentrefelin (Harvest)
October 25th  10:30am Horeb   Crai
October 25th  2.00pm  Ty Newydd   Trecastle*
November 1st  10:30am Horeb   Crai
November 1st  2.00pm Saron   Cwmwysg
November 8th  10:30am Horeb   Crai
November 8th  2.00pm Saron   Cwmwysg
November 8th  2.00pm  Zoar    Pentrefelin
November 15th  10:30am Horeb   Crai
November 22nd 10:30am Horeb   Crai
November 22nd 2.00pm  Ty Newydd   Trecastle
November 29th 10:30am Horeb   Crai
November 29th 2.00pm  Zoar    Pentrefelin

*these are Communion services.

*****

From the Registers

We gave thanks for the lives of :

Robert James (Bob) Gwilliam.
Millar Treharne Smith
Henry Lloyd (Harry) Harvey! ! !

*****



Sorry for any inconvenience ... and for the dreadful pun!

On May 8th Powys County Council closed the door for the last time on 
S e n n y b r i d g e p u b l i c lavatories. Since the closure 
loca l businesses were inundated with requests for 
the wherabouts of the nearest public  l o o s a n d 
desperate visitors often asked shopkeepers if they 
c o u l d u s e t h e i r o w n facilities.

The Upper Usk Valley Rural Alliance was determined to ensure that this vital 
public service did not disappear. Working closely with Powys County 
Council, other local organisations and businesses, the UUV RA took 
possession of the keys on Friday 14th August. After a busy weekend of 
cleaning and a quick makeover, the loos were reopened on Monday 17th. 

  

Local people and businesses are delighted to welcome the reopening as a 
community venture and we hope it will ensure that visitors will visit 
Sennybridge now that they can spend a penny again. 
The lavatories will be open from 9am to 5pm daily. 



Off The Bus Club ... 

Summer Club - Neuadd y Plwyf, Crai 

This year’s Off the Bus Summer Club is proving popular, so far, the children 
have become Explorers, Polar Explorers.  

During the week they will have 
met Peter, Stephen and Timothy 
and explored something about 
their lives and   how they 
interacted with Jesus.   They also 
found out about some more 
modern explorers, Jackie Pullinger 
and her work in the Walled City of 
Hon Kong and Bear Grylls. 

       The Club started on Tuesday 25th 
       August lasting for three days with 
       the Thursday evening Finale to 
       complete the week.

Off the Bus Club starts back on Monday 7th September 2015 and, although 
there are now 17 children who attend, we will always welcome more.

For more details please contact Liz on 636797 or liz@abercottages.com

***
How about shopping for some early Christmas 

gifts? St Cynog’s Church, Defynnog will be 
holding its annual Craft Fair on Saturday 14th 

November from 11 am to 4pm

Beautiful locally made crafts and delicious refreshments 
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Trecastle Tug Of War - YFC Rally, The Royal Welsh, Tenbury Nationals 
And now Europe? 

Readers know about recent success of Trecastle Tug Of War Teams but do you 
know of the fantastic achievements of this small YFC club in its 50 year history? 
Senior Men
In the mid 60's the senior men's team won at The Royal Welsh Show, achieving a 
first for a Brecknock YFC club. This was repeated twenty years later when they 
didn't lose an end. They proudly represented Wales at the last ever Stoneleigh 
Royal Show in 2008.
Ladies
They have enjoyed enjoyed success, winning at The Royal Welsh Show in 2002 and 
representing Wales at Stoneleigh in 2003. 
Juniors
Since 2011, the 'Tiny Tots' as they are affectionately called, have won the YFC 
Rally five times. They were first junior team to win the 2013 National Finals in 
Lampeter and won the 2014 Welsh Tug Of War Championship in Carmarthen, 
another first for a YFC team. Narrowly missing first place at The Royal Welsh 
Show, they came third at the National Finals in Tenbury.
2015
What a year! All three teams won comfortably at the YFC Rally. The juniors, 4x4 
ladies and men came second at The Welsh Open Finals in Carmarthen. At The 
Royal Welsh, the ladies were placed third and the men fifth, both respectable 
results. The 4x4 team represented Wales at the National finals in Bedford and 
came fourth. The juniors won the day at Builth without losing an end and earned 
their place in Trecastle's history by WINNING at the Nationals in Tenbury! 
Saturday 29th August saw the juniors achieve a glorious 14th place (out of 40) on 
their  European tour in Holland.
Special mention goes to Will Workman and Lyn Davies who have put in so much 
effort in training all teams over the years as well as the leaders of Trecastle YFC. 

P o b L w c 
Trecastell!



There is a new service in the Upper Usk Valley! 

To Crai, Defynog, Sennybridge and Trecastle, and everyone nearby! 

Some9mes we could all do with a favour but don’t know who to ask                                                   
or where to turn to for a li?le help. 

www.cymydog-da.org.uk 

is here to help you! 

This Good Neighbour scheme is a simple idea that brings people who need some help 
together with someone who can offer that help. 

 
It is entirely voluntary! 

 
No payment should be expected, requested or demanded! 

 
Sponsorship to keep this service free is very much welcomed call 01874 636986 

Can you offer a li>le job to someone local? 

Sponsorship to keep this service free is 
very much welcomed, call 01874 636986 

short-w
ork.co.uk 

Business Consultancy 

Tax Consultancy 

Web Design 

Building, Landscaping, Carpentry 

Glazing and more. 

01874 636986   07765 948574 

www.sandau.biz 

info@sandau.biz 

www.sandau.co.uk 

info@sandau.co.uk 

Good Neighbour  

 

Cymydog Da 
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◊ Form fillin' 

◊ Pet si)n' 

◊ Gardenin' 

◊ Decora*n' 

Any other short term work 



Autumn Calendar
Tues 1st Sept 7pm Sennybridge WI : Surprise 

Evening
Maescar Hall

Tues 8th Sept 7:30pm Trecastle Ladies Guild - Annual 
General Meeting

Trecastle 
Community Hall

Sat 12th Sept 10 am - 
5pm 

Cadw Open Doors for visitors to 
see the church records. 

St David’s 
Church, Llywel 

Sun 13th Sept 7pm Sennybridge Show : President’s 
Concert 

Maescar Hall

Sat 26th & Sun 27th  
10 am - 4pm

Cadw Open Doors for visitors to 
see the church records. 

St Cynog’s 
Church, Defynnog

Tues 6th Oct 7pm Sennybridge WI :John Webb of 
Webbs of Crickhowell

Maescar Hall

Tues 13th Oct 7:30pm Trecastle Ladies Guild - Talk by 
Eleri Price on her visit to New 
Zealand.

Trecastle 
Community Hall

Fri 16th Oct 7:30 Bingo Evening - fundraiser for 
Traeanglas Church

Trecastle 
Community Hall

Sat 17th Oct 7pm Sennybridge Show : Harvest 
Supper

Maescar Hall

Fri 23rd Oct 7pm A taste of Autumn - cookery 
demonstration

St David’s 
Church, Llywel 

Fri 30th Oct 7:30pm Sennybridge WI : Annual Whist 
Drive

Maescar Hall

Tues 3rd Nov 7pm Sennybridge WI :AGM and 
Crafts with Mrs Bridget 
Morgan

Maescar Hall

Sat 14th Nov 11am - 
4pm

Annual Craft Fair St Cynog’s 
Church, Defynnog

Tues 1st Dec 7pm Sennybridge WI :Christmas 
Gifts with Miss Julie Roberts

Maescar Hall

     
Monthly Diary

First Monday Community Garden 
Club

Crai Village Hall



First Tuesday Sennybridge WI Maescar Hall

Second Tuesday Trecastle Ladies Guild Trecastle Community Hall

First Wednesday Merched Crai Neuadd y Plwyf Crai

Last Wednesday Craft Club Neuadd y Plwyf Crai

Third Thursday Worship Meeting Bronydd Mawr Farm

Weekly Diary

Mondays 3:45 - 5pm Off the Bus Club Neuadd y Plwyf Crai

7:00 - 8:30pm Girl Guides Sennybridge Youth Wing

Mon - Thur 9:30 - 12:30 pm Cylch Meithrin Sennybridge Youth Wing

Tuesdays 1:00 - 3pm Toddler Group Sennybridge School

6:00 - 7:30 pm Brownies (age 7 - 10) Sennybridge Youth Wing

Wednesdays 1:00 - 3:30 pm Afternoon bowls Maescar Hall

5:00 - 6:00 pm Rainbows (age 5 - 7) Sennybridge Youth Wing

7:00 - 9:00 pm Short Mat Bowls Maescar Hall

6:30 pm Knitting Club Trecastle Community 
Hall

7:30 pm Trecastle YFC Trecastle Community 
Hall

Thursdays 6:30 - 7:30 Zumba Maescar Hall

7:30 pm Trallong Ladies Choir Maescar Hall

7:30 - 8:30 pm Bell ringing St Cynog’s Church, 
Defynnog

Friday pm Sennybridge Junior 
Football Club

Riverside Park (football 
ground)

Demonstration Evening October 23rd - A Taste of Autumn
The Friends of St David’s Church, Llywel are holding a demonstration 
evening 'A Taste of Autumn' with Gareth Richards. 
Tickets are £8 including refreshments and will be available prior to the day 
and on the door. The event will start at 7pm for refreshments with the 
demonstrations commencing at 7.30pm





The Shoemakers Arms Pentrebach
Salvo and Gwyneth would like to welcome you to this country pub/restaurant 
where you can be sure of a warm welcome. Well-kept Real Ale, a good 
selection of wines and home-produced meals provide something for the 
whole family. There is a log fire, ample parking and Wi-Fi. Dogs on leads are 
always welcome.
Currently the pub opens at 6:30pm (and 11-30am on Sundays). Meals (not 
o n T u e s d a y s ) n e e d t o b e b o o k e d o n 0 1 8 7 4 - 6 3 6 5 0 8 o r 
shoemakers@btconnect.com
Functions such as christenings/parties/funerals can be hosted.
There are numerous walks from the pub and you are welcome to park your 
car whilst on your walk.

Web site: http://theshoemakersarms.web.com/ 







Autumn Services

Sun 6th Sept at 10 am Combined Service  St David, Llywel

 Thurs 1st Oct 
 at 7pm 

Harvest Festival  St Cynog, Defynnog

 Mon 5th Oct at 7pm Harvest Festival  St Ilid, Crai
 Tue 6th Oct at 7pm Harvest Festival  St Mary, Traeanglas
 Tue 6th Oct at 7pm Harvest Thanksgiving 

with Revd Steve 
Whiting

 Horeb Chapel, Crai

 Thurs 8th Oct 
 at 7pm 

Harvest Festival  St Teilo, Llandeilo’r Fân

 Sun 11th October at 
 11 am

Ministry Area 
Inauguration Service

 St David, Trallong

 Mon 12th Oct at 7pm Harvest Festival  St David, Llywel

 Sun 18th October at
 9:30am

Harvest Festival  Capel Rhydybriw

 Sun 18th October at 
 2 pm 

Harvest Festival  Zoar Chapel, Pentreflin

 Sun 11th November at
 11 am

Remembrance Service  St David, Llywel

 Sun 29th November
 10 am

Combined Service  Capel Rhydybriw

For the Harvest service in Heol Senni, in October, please phone Ann Jones 
for details - 01874 636157
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